to the subject area of phonetics before advancing to phonology in the subsequent chapter. Following the introduction to the sounds and sound patterns of language, the reader is led into an exploration of the basic processes by which new words are created in Chapter 5, before moving on to Morphology in Chapter 6. What ensues is a discussion on the topic of Grammar in Chapter 7 and Syntax in Chapter 8, which help tie together the threads in the earlier chapters. The reader is then introduced to the study of meaning in language with Semantics in Chapter 9 and Pragmatics in Chapter 10.
Having introduced the reader to the core components in linguistics, Yule tackles the more practical and controversial issues of language use and features, starting with Discourse Analysis in Chapter 11. The twelfth chapter leads the reader to an understanding of how the human brain works in relation to speech, before uncovering the various developmental stages involved in first language acquisition in Chapter 13, and second language acquisition/learning in Chapter 14. In Chapter 15, Yule engages the reader in a lively discussion on American Sign Language, and challenges the reader to reassess the notion of language. The next chapter on Writing, which was initially in the earlier chapters of the book, is aptly placed and moved between the discussions on language acquisition and the historical development of the English Language in the recent edition of the book, because although writing is a symbolic representation of language, it is not an acquired skill, but a "sustained conscious effort" (p. 212). The Writing chapter flows smoothly after a discussion on language acquisition and ultimately, prepares the reader for the discussion on the evolution of English and other languages in Chapter 17. The last three chapters of the book deal with discussions on the various aspects of sociolinguistics, starting with language and regional variation in Chapter 18, language and social variation in Chapter 19, and ending with language and culture in Chapter 20. All in all, there is no fault with the organization of the chapters in the book, but perhaps to reinforce the objective of user-friendliness, the author could divide the chapters into different sections, such as Chapters 3 to 8 could be grouped under a section labeled "The Study of Language Structure", and Chapters 9 and 10 could be categorized under "The Study of Meaning".
Having been trialed and tested, The Study of Language is a highly recommended textbook for an introductory course to Linguistics or Language Studies. Coupled with a comprehensive glossary providing clear explanations of linguistics terminology and references for further reading after each chapter, the book is useful for both the instructor and the learner. The comprehensive coverage of linguistics and the clear organisational structure of the book allow an instructor easy access to planning a course syllabus and to deriving ideas for tutorial questions and assignment projects. There is also adequate material for the individual student to use for independent learning in the form of study questions, tasks and discussion topics/projects, which are also designed to engage students as proactive learners at the same time. For readers or students whose interests are piqued enough to read further on a particular topic, the book also provides a user-friendly reading list with sub-categories at the end of each chapter. Apart from its scholarly feature, The Study of Language is a delightfully entertaining book for anyone who is keen to find out more about linguistics.
